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1 Sunnah is the sayings of Prophet Muhammad (8##da Alaih Wasallam).

Introduction

Verily, all praise is due to Allaah, we praise Hamd we seek His Aid and we ask His Forgivenessaanseek
refuge with Allaah from the wickedness of ourselaed the evil of our deeds. Whomsoever Allaah gjitieere
IS none can misguide him and whomsoever Allaahsasttay, there is none can guide him. And | teghtiht
none is worthy of worship except Allaah, Alone,haitit partners and | testify that Muhammad is Hassland
His Messenger. As for what follows, these are irtgrd questions in ‘ageedah which | have answel@tavith
the evidences from the Qur aan and hadeeth, sthatader may rest assured that the answerses;
because the belief in tawheed is the foundatianarikind’s happiness in the life of this world andhe
Hereafter.

By Allaah, | ask that He makes this work of benggdithe Muslims and that He make it purely for Blgke.

Muhammad Ibn Jameel Zainoo.



Pillars of Islaam

Jibreel (peace be upon him) sai@H, Muhammad! Tell me about Isladm

The Messenger of Allaah (peace be upon him) repllstham is:

1.

To testify that none has the right to be worshipgecept Allaah and that Muhammad is the Messeniger o
Allaah (i.e. that Allaah sent him to convey His ig&n to mankind).

To establish prayer (i.e. to implement prayer wihts pillars, with repose and humility).
To pay zakaah. (If a Muslim owns more than 85 gshgold or its equivalent in money, he must pay
2.5% of it after one year. Other forms of wealtll @noperty have their own set amounts to be pawhup

them).

To fast the month of Ramadhaan (i.e. to abstaim fiod drink and sexual relations and all manner of
sins from dawn until dusk).

And to make pilgrimage (Hajj) to the House (of Alla in Makkah) if you have the means to do so.”
(Narrated by Muslim)

Pillars of Eemaan

Jibreel said: “Then tell me about eemaan.” Alladfisssenger (peace be upon him) replied: “Eematm is
believe in:

1.

Allaah (i.e. to believe firmly that Allaah is the&ator, Who alone has the right to be worshippetithat
He has Names and Attributes which befit His Majestgl He does not resemble His creatioff kete is
nothing like Him” (Soorah Ash-Shooraa 42:11) - ).

His angels (i.e. that they are created from ligitt that they implement the Commands of Allaah duadl t
we do not see them).

His Books (i.e. the Tauraah, the Injeel, the Zaksat the Qur aan which abrogates all previous
Revelations).

His Messengers (the first of whom was Nooh (pe&cedon him) and the last of whom was Muhammad
(peace be upon him)).

The Last Day (i.e. the Day of Resurrection wheroathankind will be held to account).

And to believe in Al-Qadar, the good and the bad ¢fe. to accept all that Allaah ordains for asthe
same time undertaking the necessary action toaeloigr objectives).” (Narrated by Muslim)



The Right of Allaah Upon His Slaves

Q.1Why did Allaah create us?
A. He created us to worship Him and not to as$e@ay partners with Him. The evidence for thimithe
Words of Allaah, Most High in Soorah Az-Zaariyaat:

“And | created the jinn and mankind not, except to vorship Me” (Soorah Az-Zaariyaat 51:56)

and in the words of the Prophet (peace be upon: Hibhge right of Allaah upon the slaves is that they wship
Him and do not associate any partners with Hint' (Narrated by Al-Bukhaari and Muslim)

Q.2What is ‘ibaadah?

A. Itis a comprehensive term for all those wordd deeds which are loved by Allaah, such as du’aa’
(supplication), salaah (prayer), Thabh (halaalgider) etc. Allaah says:

“Say: Truly, my prayers, my sacrifice (i.e. slaughtg and my life and death are for Allaah, the Lord d the
worlds” (Soorah Al-An’aam 6:162)

and the Prophet (peace be upon him) said: AllaaistMigh says: My slave does not come nearer to Me with
anything more beloved to Me than that which | havesnjoined upon Him.” (A HadeethQudsiyy, Narrated by
Al-Bukhaari)

2 Hadeeth Qudsiyy: A hadeeth in which the Proppea¢e be upon him) said: “Allaah says...”

Q.3How do we worship Allaah?

A. We worship Him in the way in which He and His $8enger commanded us to do. Allaah, Most High says:
“Oh, you who believe! Obey Allaah and obey the Messger and do not render vain your deeds(Soorah
Muhammad 47:33)

and the Prophet (peace be upon him) sai¢hdever performs a deed which is not in conformitywith this
Religion of ours will have it rejected” (Narrated by Muslim)

Q.4 Should we worship Allaah with fear and hop&
A. Yes, that is how we should worship Him. Alladgst High says, describing the Believers:
“They call upon their Lord in fear and hop€ (Soorah As- Sajdah 32:16)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) saidsk Allaah for Paradise and | seek refuge with Hin from the
Fire.” (An authentic hadeeth narrated by Abu Dawood)

Q.5What is ihsaan in worship?

A. lhsaan is to worship Allaah with the knowledpattHe sees you. Allaah, Most High says:

“Who sees you (oh, Muhammad,) when you stand (in threght prayer) and your movements among those
who prostrate (in the five daily prayers) (Soorah Ash-Shu’araa’ 26:218-219)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) saidkean is to worship Allaah as though you see Hinfior though
you do not see Him, verily, He sees yduNarrated by Muslim)



Forms of Tawheed and its Benefits

Q.6Why did Allaah send the Messengers?

A. He sent them to call people to the worship daah and to reject the worship of anything besldies. Allaah,
Most High says:

“And We have surely sent to every people a Messenderoclaiming) worship Allaah and avoid the
taaghoot® (Soorah An-Nahl 16:36)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) sdide Prophets are brothers... and their Religion is oe.”
(Narrated by Al-Bukhaari and Muslim)

3 Taaghoot: All that is worshipped besides Allaat & happy to be worshipped, or every person vetle others to worship other than Allaah; and
every taaghoot is a devil.

Q.7What is tawheed of Lordship?

A. Itis to affirm His Oneness in all His works,csuas creation, His disposal (of the affairs ofuheverse) etc.
Allaah, Most High says:

“All praise and thanks be to Allaah, the Lord of the worlds” (Soorah Al-Faatihah 1:2)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) s&idu (oh, Allaah,) are the Lord of the heavens andhe earth.”
(Narrated by Al-Bukhaari and Muslim)

Q.8What is tawheed of worship?

A. It is to devote exclusively to Him all our actbworship, such as du’'aa’ (i.e. supplication) aahklaughter,
vows etc. Allaah,

Most High says: And your God is one God. None has the right to be avshipped but He, the Most
Beneficent, the Most Merciful’ (Soorah Al-Bagarah 2:163)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) saidt the first thing to which you invite them be (the testimony):
Laa ilaaha lllallaah (None has the right to be workipped except Allaah” (Narrated by Al- Bukhaari and
Muslim) In Al-Bukhaari’s version: “... to affirm Allah’s Oneness.”

Q.9What is tawheed of the Names and Attributes (of Aah)?

A. Itis to affirm the Names and Attributes by whidllaah has described Himself in His Book and &by
which His Messenger has described Him in the adgithahaadeeth, in truth, without allegory, withebhanging
the meaning, without comparison with His creatiod aithout negating them, such as His Ascensiom thee
Throne, or His Descent (to the lowest heaven) srHind — in a manner befitting His Perfection, as

He, Most High says:

“There is none like unto Him, and He is the All-heang, Allseeind (Soorah Ash-Shooraa 42:11)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) saidaidh descends each night to the lowest heav&iiNarrated by
Muslim) (He descends in a manner befitting His Majavithout resembling any member of His creation).

Q.10Where is Allaah?
A. Allaah is above the Throne, over the seventlvlieaHe, Most High saysThe Most Gracious (Allah) rose
over (Istawa) the (Mighty) Throne (in a manner thatsuits His Majesty)” (Soorah Taa Haa 20:5)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) saidrity, Allaah wrote (out all things in) a Book... and it is with
Him above the Throne” (Narrated by Al-Bukhaari and Muslim)



Q.11Is Allaah with us?

Istawaa: That is ascended, as reported by Al-Barkha

A. He is with us by His Hearing, His Seeing and Kimwledge. Allaah, Most High says:e (Allaah) said:
“Do not fear | am with you both — | hear and | seé (Soorah Taa Haa 20:46)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) saidrity, you are calling upon One Who hears, Who isiear and is
with you (i.e. by His Knowledge)’ (Narrated by Muslim)

Q.12What is the benefit of tawheed?

A. Itis salvation from punishment in the Hereaftguwidance in this world and forgiveness of sinka#h, Most
High says: Those who believe and confuse not their belief wittwrongdoing (i.e. shirk) — for them (only) is
there security (from punishment) and they are (righly) guided” (Soorah Al-An’aam 6:82)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) sdide“right of the slaves upon Allaah is that He wilhot punish
those who do not worship others besides Hirh(Narrated by Al-Bukhaari and Muslim)

Q.13What are the conditions for the acceptance of ourekds?
A. The conditions for the acceptance of deeds Aithah are three:

1. Faith and belief in Allaah and affirmation of Hi:i€nhess. Allaah saysverily, those who believe and
work righteous deeds will have the Gardens of Al-Fdaws for their abodée’ (Soorah Al- Kahf 18:107)
- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) s&dy* “I believe in Allaah,” then be straightforward,
upright and honest” (Narrated by Muslim)

2. Sincerity, which means to dedicate all one’s dgrdely and solely for Allaah, without showing offca
without seeking repute from men. Allaah, Most Hgglys: ‘So invoke Allaah, making your worship
purely for Him” (Soorah Ghaafir 14:40)

3. That the deeds should be in accordance with thathamdlaah’s Messenger brought (i.e. the Sunnah).
Allaah says: So whatsoever the Messenger gives you, accept itlamhatever he forbids you, abstain
(fromit) " (Soorah Al-Hashr 59:7)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) sahdever does any deed (in religion) which we haveoh
commanded, it will be rejected: (Narrated by Muslim)



Major Shirk

Q.14What is the greatest sin in the sight of Allaah?

A. It is to associate partners with Him, and thelemce for this is in Allaah’s Words:

“And (remember) when Lugmén said to his son when h&as advising him: "O my son! Join not in worship
others with Allah. Verily! Joining others in worship with Allah is a great Zalm (wrong) indeed’ (Soorah
Lugmaan 31:13)

- and when Allaah’s Messenger (peace be upon his)agsked: Which is the greatest sin?” He replied: “It is
to ascribe partners to Allaah, although it is He (Aone) Who created you’ (Narrated by Al- Bukhaari and
Muslim)

Q.15What is major shirk?

A. Itis to direct one’s worship to other than Adlg such as invoking or supplicating false deisegking
sustenance from the dead, or the absent from atheritying. Allaah says:Ifivoke Allaah and do not
associate partners with Hini (Soorah An-Nisaa® 4:36)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) sdide“greatest sin is associating partners with Allda” (Narrated
by Al-Bukhaari)

Q.16Does shirk exist among the Muslims today?
A. Yes, it does. The evidence for this is in AllaaWords: ‘And most of them believe not in Allaah, except
that they attribute partners (to Him)” (Soorah Yoosuf: 12:106)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) sdide“Hour will not come until some communities fromamong my
people join the polytheists and until idols are washipped (by them)” (Narrated by At- Tirmithi)

Q.17What is the ruling on supplicating the dead or thos who are absent?

A. Supplicating the dead or those who are absemftasm of major shirk. Allaah saysAhd call not upon other
than Allaah, who can neither benefit nor harm youfor if you did so, you would indeed be one of the
wrong-doers’ (Soorah Yoonus 10:106)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) sadihdever dies as one who supplicated partners besgléllaah,
will enter the Fire.” (Narrated by Al-Bukhaari)

Q.18Is du'aa’ (i.e. supplication) a form of worship?

A. Yes, du'aa’ is a form of worship. Allaah saysiddyour Lord said: Call upon Me and | will answer you;
verily, those who scorn to worship Me, they will stely enter the Hell-fire in humiliation” (Soorah Ghaafir
40:60)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) sdid’da” — that is worship” (Narrated by Ahmad, and At-Tirmithi
said that it is hasan saheeh

Q.19Do the dead hear supplications?
A. No, they do not. Allaah says:
1. “Verily, you cannot make the dead to hedr(Soorah An- Naml 27:80)
2. “But you cannot make hear those who are in the grag&(Soorah Faatir 35:22)



Q.20Should we seek help from those who are dead or tr@svho are absent?
A. No, we should not do so. Allaah, Most High says:
1. “And those whom they invoke besides Allaah do not eate anything, but are themselves created.
(They are) dead, lifeless and they know not when &y will be raised ug(Soorah An-Nahl 16:20-21)

2. “(Remember) when you sought the help of your Lord anéie answered yoti (Soorah Al-Anfaal 8:9)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) sad, ‘you, the Ever-living, the Ever-lasting! ThroughYour Mercy
| seek help” (A hasan hadeeth narrated by At-Tirmithi)

Q.211s it permissible to seek help from other than Allah?
A. No, it is not permissible. The evidence for tisisn Allaah’s Words:
“Itis You Whom we worship and it is Your Aid we sek” (Soorah Al-Faatihah 1:5)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) sahén you ask, ask Allaah and when you seek help,edeit from
Allaah.” (A hasan-saheeh narration by At- Tirmithi)

Q.22 May we seek help from the living?
A. Yes, we may seek help from them in those thimgich they are able to do. Allaah, Most High sayselp
you one another in righteousness and pietfSoorah Al-Maa’idah 5:2)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) saidaah helps the slave so long as the slave helgs brother.”
(Narrated by Muslim)

Q.23ls it permitted to swear an oath to other than Allah?
A. No, it is not permitted. Allaah saydvI¥y Lord! Verily, | have vowed to You what is in my womb to be
dedicated to Your servicé (Soorah Aal ‘Imraan 3:35)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) sadhdever vowed to obey Allaah, should do so and wheoer
vowed to disobey Him should not do st (Narrated by Al-Bukhaari)

Q.241s it permissible to slaughter an animal in any nara besides that of Allaah?
A. No, it is not permissible. The evidence for tisisn Allaah’s Words: So pray to your Lord and slaughter
(in His Name only) (Soorah Al-Kawthar 108:2)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) saidaah’s curse is upon one who sacrifices to othehan Allaah.”
(Narrated by Muslim)

Q.25May we circumambulate the graves in order to get dser to Allaah?
A. No, we may not circumambulate except aroundd@dah. Allaah says:So let them circumambulate the
Ancient House (i.e. the Ka’bah)”(Soorah Al-Hajj 22:29)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) sadhdever circumambulated the House (of Allaah) sevetimes it
(i.e. his reward) will be as if he had freed a sla/” (An authentic hadeeth narrated by Ibn Maajah)

Q.26What is the ruling on practising magic?
A. Magic is kufr. 6 Allaah saysBut the devils disbelieved by teaching mankind magi (Soorah Al-Bagarah
2:102)



- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) saidofd the seven grave sins: Associating partners ti Allaah,
magic...” (Narrated by Muslim)

Kufr: Disbelief.

Q.27.Should we believe the claims of the ‘arraaf@ne who claims to have knowledge of the ungemmd the
fortuneteller to know the unseen?

A. No, we should not believe them. Allaah says::S&yne in the heavens and the earth knows the
unseen except Allaah(Soorah An-Naml 27:65)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) salhdever visited an ‘arraaf or a fortuneteller and kelieved in
what he said, has disbelieved in what was reveal&éa Muhammad.” (An authentic hadeetharrated by Imaam
Ahmad)

Q.28 Does anyone have knowledge of the unseen?”

A. No, none has knowledge of the unseen, except Mkeah revealed to the Messengers. Allaah says:

“(He Alone is) the Knower of the unseen and He rewas to none His unseen except to a Messenger whom
He has Choseh(Soorah Al-Jinn 72: 26-27)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) saidnt knows the unseen except Allagh(A hasan narration by At-
Tabaraani)

Q.291s it permissible to wear charms such as a threadr@ ring in the belief that they have curative
powers?

A. No, it is not permissible to wear them. Alladpst High

says: “And if Allaah seizes you with harm, none camove it but He” (Soorah Al-An’aam 6:17)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) saidvifl not increase you except in weakness; stayay from it,
for if you were to die (while wearing it) you wouldnever be successful (Narrated by Al- Haakim, who said
that it is authentic and Az-Zahabi agreed with him)

Q.30Should we wear beads, shells and such like (as aopection from al-’ain (The evil eye (of jealousy))P
A. No, we should not do so. Allaah saya8ntl if Allaah seizes you with harm, none can remove but He”
(Soorah Al-An’aam 6:17)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) sahdever wore a talisman has committed shirk (An authentic
hadeeth narrated by Imaam Ahmad)

Q.31What is the ruling on acting upon laws which contralict Islaam?

A. Acting upon laws which contradict Islaam is kufrthe perpetrator claims that it is permissitdedo so, or if
he believes in their validity. Allaah sayirid whoever does not judge by what Allaah has revéed, they are
the disbelievers” (Soorah Al-Maaidah 5:44)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) saihén their leaders do not rule by Allaah’s Book andpick and
choose from what Allaah has revealed, Allaah causesnflict between them” (A hasan hadeeth narrated by
Ibn Maajah and others)

1: This verse applies to all Muslims and not jostuslim rulers as some imagine and accordingp¢cstholars of tafseer, the kufr mentioned here is
that of action, not of the heart.



Q.32What should we do if Satan tempts us to ask the gagon: “Who created Allaah?”

A. If Satan whispers this question to any of yoeishould seek refuge with Allaah. Allaah saysad if an evil
whisper from Satan tries to turn you away (oh, Muhanmad) then seek refuge with Allaah. Verily, He ishe
All-hearing the All-seeing’ (Soorah Fussilat 41:36)

- and Allaah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) taught resist Satan’s deceptions by saying: whieams: t
believe in Allaah and His Messenger. Allaah is Ondhe Self-sufficient, He does not beget, nor was He
begotten and there is no like unto Hind' then he should spit over his left shoulder threwt, seeking

refuge from Satan. When this is done the temptatitirpass, for it causes the devil to be sent atasn him.
(This is the essence of the authentic ahaadeethtediby Al- Bukhaari, Muslim, Ahmad and Abu Dawpod

Q.33What is the danger of major shirk?

A. Major shirk condemns a person to eternal daronati the Hell-fire, as Allaah saysveérily, whoever sets up
partners with Allaah , Allaah has forbidden for him Paradise and his abode will be the Fire and for #h
wrong-doers there are no helpers(Soorah Al-Maa’idah 5:72)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) sahdever meets Allaah while associating anything wit Him will
enter the Fire.” (Narrated by Muslim)

Q.34ls there any benefit in good deeds for one who conits shirk?
A. No, there is no benefit in his deeds. AllaahssdBut if they had committed shirk, all that they usedto do
would have been of no benefit to thei(Soorah Al-An’aam 6:88)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) said: Akkagis:‘l have no need of partners, whoever does any deed
in which he associates partners with Me, | will regct him and his shirk” (Narrated by Muslim)



Minor Shirk

Q.35What is minor shirk?

A. Minor shirk is riyaa’. To perform good deedsndler to be seen by others, not for the sake laiahl
Allaah, Most High says:And whoever hopes to meet his Lord, let him performiighteous deeds and not
associate none as a partner in the worship of hisocd” (Soorah Al-Kahf 18:10)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) saidrity, the thing which | fear most for you is minor shirk —
riyaa’.” (An authentic hadeeth narrated by Imaam Ahmad).

It is a form of minor shirk for a person to say:dtHit not been for Allaah and so-and-so...” or: “Aaah and
you will.” The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:ridbd say: As Allaah wills and as soand- so wills”, instead
say: “As Allaah wills, then as so-and-so will§ (An authentic hadeeth narrated by Abu Dawood)

Q.361s it permitted to swear by other than Allaah?
A. No, it is not permissible to swear by other tidimah. He,Most High says: Sayrés, by my Lord, you will
certainly be resurrected...” (Soorah At-Taghaabun 64:7)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) sahdever swears by other than Allaah has committedhsrk .”
(Narrated by Imaam Ahmad)

- and he (peace be upon him) salHoever swears, let him swear by Allaah or keep ht.” (Narrated by Al-
Bukhaari and Muslim)

Seeking Intercession

Q.37By what means should we seek intercession with Ada?
A. Seeking intercession is of two types: Permitiad prohibited.
1. That which ispermitted and desired is through Allaah’s Names and HisiButes and through righteous
deeds. Allaah, Most High says: “And to Allaah beJahe most beautiful Names, so call upon Him by
them” (Soorah Al-A’raaf 7:180)

- and He, Most High also says: “Oh, you who belidwear Allaah and seek the means of approach to
Him” (Soorah Al-Maa’idah 5:35)

In his explanation of this verse, Ibn Katheer régpadion the authority of Qataadah that it me@maw
near to Allaah by obedience to Him and throughdieds which please Him

- And the Prophet (peace be upon him) sdidsk You by every Name which is Yours (An authentic
hadeeth narrated by Imaam Ahmad)

- He (peace be upon him) also said to the Compamimnasked to be with him in Paradisklelp me in
this matter by frequent prostration (i.e. frequentprayers — and this is a righteous deed)(Narrated
by Muslim)

It is also permitted to pray for intercession tlgbwur love and Allaah’s love for the Prophet (gebe upon
him) and the righteous people, as in the storjnefgeople of the cave, who sought intercessiougireighteous
deeds and Allaah made a way out for them.

2. Prohibited forms of intercession: This is by supplicating tfead and requesting them to fulfill our needs,

as occurs today. This is a form of major shirkAlaah says: And call not upon other than Allaah any
that can neither profit you nor hurt you, for if you did so, you would certainly be one of the
wrongdoers (i.e. the polytheists)(Soorah Yoonus 10:106)



3. As for seeking intercession through the rank ordunrof the Messenger (peace be upon him), sudheas t
saying: “Oh, Allaah! By the honour of the Messengerre me”, this is a bid’ah (Religious innovatipn)
because the Companions (May Allah be please wamjidid not do it and ‘Umar (May Allah be please
with him) sought intercession through Al-‘Abbaasa§/Allah be please with him) while he was alive, by
asking him to supplicate Allaah and he did not gatdccession from the Messenger (peace be upoyn him
after his death. And this (innovatory) form of seekintercession might lead to shirk, if the oneowh
supplicates believes that Allaah is in need of méiu intermediary, as if He were like a Governoa or
Ruler, for that would be comparing the Creator wiihk creation. (Anyone seeking more information or
evidence on this subject is advised to refer teficession, its Rulings and its Forms’ by Shaikh A
Albani (may Allaah have mercy on him).

Q.38Does supplication require a human intermediary?
A. No, it does not. Allaah, Most High says:rfd when My slaves ask you about Me, (say that) Il
near (i.e. in Hearing, Seeing and Knowledge)3oorah Al-Bagarah 2:186)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) saidrity, you are supplicating One Who hears and is @ar (i.e. in
His Knowledge)” (Narrated by Muslim)

Q.39ls it permitted to request those who are living tqray for us?

A. Yes, it is permitted to ask the living to pray s, but not the dead. Allaah said to the Messe(meace be
upon him) when he was aliveAfid seek forgiveness (from Allaah) for your sins ad for (those of) the
believing men and womeh(Soorah Muhammad 47:19)

- and in the authentic hadeeth narrated by At-Tthimit is reported that a blind man came to thepgRet (peace
be upon him) and saidAsk Allaah to heal me..”

Q.40What is the mediation of the Messenger (peace be aip him)?
A. The mediation of the Messenger (peace be upmi isithe transmission of the Message. Allaah, Ntbgh
says: “Oh, Messenger! Proclaim what has been regt@¢alyou from your Lord” (Soorah Al-Maa’idah 5:67)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) said, ity teghe Companion who said\e witness that you have
transmitted (the Message),”:"Oh, Allaah! Bear witnesd” (Narrated by Muslim)

Q.41From whom may we seek the Messenger’s intercesston
A. We seek it from Allaah. He, Most High says: Sayo Allaah belongs all intercessiorf (Soorah Az- Zumar
39:44)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) taught timep@nion (May Allah be please with him) to sa@H;
Allaah! Make him (i.e. the Prophet (peace be uponim) my intercessor” (Narrated by At-Tirmithi, who
graded it hasan-saheeh)

- and he (peace be upon him) also sdidhate kept until the Day of Resurrection my prayerfor intercession
for those of my people who died without associatingartners with Allaah.” (Narrated by Muslim)

Q.42May we seek intercession from the living?

A. Yes, we may seek intercession from the livingnatters relating to the life of this world. Allgadfiost High
says: Whoever intercedes with a good intercession will hee the reward thereof and whoever intercedes
with an evil intercession will have a share in itburden” (Soorah An- Nisaa™ 4:85)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) saidefcede and you shall be rewarded (An authentic hadeeth
narrated by Abu Dawood)



Q.43Should we praise the Messenger (peace be upon hieXcessively?
A. No, we should not do so. Allaah, Most High s&yay (oh, Muhammad)i ‘am only a human being, like
you. It has been inspired to me that your God isre God..” (Soorah Al-Kahf 18:110)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) said: fiot praise me excessively as did the Christiapsaise ‘Eesaa
Ibn Maryam, for | am only a slave. So say: “(He isthe slave of Allaah and His Messengér(Narrated by
Al-Bukhaari) (Excessive praise of a human beincpited itraa’) (Eesaa Ibn Maryam: Jesus, the sdhaoy
(peace be upon him))

Jihaad, Walaa and Hukm

Q. 44What is the ruling on jihaad in Allaah’s Cause?

A. Jihaad in Allaah’s Cause with one’s wealth, parand tongue is an obligation in Islaam. AllaalosivHigh
says: ‘March forth, whether (you are) light (i.e. healthy,young and wealthy) or heavy (i.e. ill, old and
poor)” (Soorah At- Tawbah 9:41)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) sa&iayHt against the idolaters with your wealth, yourlives and your
tongues” (An authentic hadeeth narrated by Abu Dawood)

Jihaad: This word is often erroneously translagedHoly War’, whereas in fact, it means to strugagl Allaah’s
Cause; thus jihaad encompasses calling peopléatinis teaching etc. as well as fighting in the \WWapllaah.
Jihaad, Walaa™ and Hukm

Q.45What is walaa™?
A. Walaa’ is love and support. Allaah, Most HiglysdAnd the believing men and women are awliyaa
(supporters, protectors etc.) to each other(Soorah At-Tawbah 9:71)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) sdide Believers are to each other like (the bricks ©) a building,
each one supporting the other.(Narrated by Muslim)

Q.4Qs it permitted to take the disbelievers as awliyaaand supporters?
A. No, it is not permitted to do so. Allaah, MosigH says: And if anyone amongst you takes them as
awliyaa’, then verily, he is one of therh(Soorah Al-Maa’'idah 5:51)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) saidrity, the people of such-and-such tribe are not mmawliyaa'.”
(An authentic hadeeth narrated by Ahmad)

Q.47Who is a waliyy?

A. A waliyy is a pious Believer. Allaah, Most Higtays: No doubt! Verily, the awliyaa™ of Allaah, no fear
shall come upon them, nor shall they grieve — thoseho believed and used to fear (Allaah)(Soorah Yoonus
10:62-63)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) saity: 6nly Waliyy is Allaah and the most righteous ofthe
Believers” (An authentic hadeeth narrated by Imaam Ahmad)



Q.48By what should the Muslims govern?
A. They should govern according to the Qur aanthedhuthentic ahaadeeth. Allaah, Most High safsd*so
judge (oh, Muhammad,) between them by what Allaah &s revealed (Soorah Al-Maa'idah 5:49)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) saddotver of the unseen and that which is open, You Wiudge
between your slaves (Narrated by Muslim)

Acting in Accordance With the Qur aan and
Hadeeth

Q.49Why did Allaah reveal the Qur aan?
A. He, Most High revealed the Qur aan in order thatmay act in accordance with it. Allaah says:
“Follow what has been revealed to you from your Lort(Soorah Al-A’araaf 7:3)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) s&@at the Qur'aan and act upon it and do not make yo living
from it.” (An authentic hadeeth narrated by Ahmad)

Q.50What is the ruling on acting in accordance with autentic hadeeth?
A. Acting upon authentic hadeeth is obligatory.aal, Most High saysAnd whatsoever the Messenger gives
you, take it, and whatsoever he forbids you, abstai(from it)” (Soorah Al-Hashr 59:7)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) saids incumbent upon you to follow my Sunnah and that of the
rightly guided Khulafaa™ - hold fast to it.” (An authentic hadeeth narrated by Imaam Ahm#dtiu(afaa’:
Caliphs)

Q.51Can we suffice ourselves with the Qur aan alone, thiout the hadeeth?

A. No, we cannot. Allaah, Most High saysrid We have revealed to you (oh, Muhammad,) the Render
(i.e. the Qur aan) that you might explain to the peple what has been sent down to theh{Soorah An-Nahl
16:44)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) saidrity, | have been given the Qur aan and its likéi.e. the
hadeeth) along with it” (An authentic hadeeth narrated by Abu Dawood ethers)

Q.52Should we give priority to other opinions over theNord of Allaah and His Messenger (peace be upon
him)?

A. No, we should not do so, for Allaah, Most Higtys: “Oh, you who believe! Do not be forward in the
presence of Allaah and His Messenger (i.e. do nottgcipate their decision)” (Soorah Al-Hujuraat 49:1)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) sakek there be no obedience to any created being iif entails
disobedience to the Creatof.(An authentic hadeeth narrated by At-Tabarani)

- and Ibn ‘Abbaas (May Allah be please with himidsal fear that stones may rain upon you from the
heaven! | say to you: “Allaah’s Messenger (peace hgon him) said:...”, and you say: “But Abu Bakr and
‘Umar said:...” II”



Q.53What should we do if we differ (in matters of religon)?

A. We should refer to the Qur'aan and the authé&uitnah. Allaah, Most High saysirid if you differ in
anything amongst yourselves, refer it to Allaah andHis Messenger, if you believe in Allaah and the Lsd
Day. That is better and more suitable for final de¢rmination” (Soorah An-Nisaa™ 4:59)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) saids incumbent upon you to follow my Sunnah and that of the
rightly guided Khulafaa'. Hold fast to it.” (An authentic hadeeth narrated by Imaam Ahmad)

Q.54How do we demonstrate our love for Allaah and His Mssenger (peace be upon him)?

A. By obeying them and following their commandsla&h, Most High says: Sayif%ou love Allaah, then
follow me. Allaah will love you and forgive you you sins and Allaah is Oft-forgiving, Most Merciful .”
(Soorah Aal ‘Imraan 3:31)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) saidn® of you has complete faith until I am more bekled by him
than his father, his children and all of mankind” (Narrated by Al-Bukhaari and Muslim)

Q.55Should we abandon action and depend upon Qadar e belief that everything has been foreordained by
Allaah)?

A. No, we should not do so. Allaah, Most High sdyss for him who gives (in charity) and fears (Allaal) and
believes in al-husnaa (i.e. that none has the right be worshipped but Allaah), We shall make smootfor

him the path of eas&(Soorah Al-Lail 92:5-7)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) saibrk (i.e. perform good deeds), for everything is rade easy for
that which it was created’ (That is, the path to Paradise is made easyhmsd who strive for it, while the road
to destruction is likewise made easy for those atgodetermined upon it) (Narrated by Al-Bukhaad &uslim)

Sunnah and Bid’ah

Q.56 Is there such a thing in the Religion as bid’ah hasah (i.e. a good innovation)?

A. There is no such thing in the Religion as bid'alsanah. Allaah, Most High saysiis day | have perfected
for you your Religion and completed My Favour uponyou and chosen for you Islaam as your Religidn
(Soorah Al-Maa’idah 3:5)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) saidarid.every bid’ah is a misguidance and every misgughce is in
the Fire.” (An authentic hadeeth narrated by Imaam Ahmatiathers)

Q.57What is a bid’ah in religious matters?

A. A bid’ah in religious matters is either an additor a deficit in the Religion. Allaah, says refutation of the
polytheists and their innovationg<Of do they have partners (with Allaah) who legisla¢ for them a religion
which Allaah has not ordained (Soorah Ash-Shooraa 42:21)

- and the Prophet (peace be upon him) sahdever introduced something new into this matteri(e. this
Religion) of ours will have it rejected” (Narrated by Al-Bukhaari and Muslim)

Q.58Is there a thing as sunnah hasanah in the Religion?

A. Yes, there is such a thing. Allaah’s Messengea¢e be upon him) said\Vhoever performs a good sunnah
in Islaam will have the reward of it and the rewardof those who follow his practice thereafter, withat
them losing any of the reward for it” (Narrated by Muslim)



Q.59When will the Muslims be victorious?

A. When they return to the implementation of theoBof their Lord and the Sunnah of their Prophptead the
teachings of tawheed, avoid all different formshbirk and confront their enemies with all the poaetheir
disposal. Allaah, Most High saysdh, you who believe! If you help (in the cause ofllaah, He will help you
and make your foothold firm” (Soorah Muhammad 47:7)

- and He, Most High also saysilfaah has promised to those among you who beliewand work righteous
deeds that He will, of a surety, grant them in théand, inheritance (of power), as He granted it tohose
before them; that He will establish in authority their religion, the one which He has chosen for thengnd
that He will change (their state), after the fearm which they (lived), to one of security and peagerovided
they worship Me (alone) and not associate anythingith Me” (Soorah An-Noor 24:55)

The Invocation Which is Answered

1. The Prophet (peace be upon him) saldie’slave who is stricken by grief or sorrow will ot say the
following prayer without it being answered and havng his sorrow replaced by happiness“Oh, Allaah, |

am your slave and the son of your slave and yourrigle slave. My progress is in Your Command, just is
Your Judgement. | ask You by each of Your Names, byhich You have called Yourself or revealed in

Your Book, or which You have taught to one of Yourcreatures, or which You have chosen to keep in Your
Secret Knowledge to make the Qur aan, the joy of migeart the light of my eyes, which removes my grief
and drives away my sorrow, thus replacing it with fappiness” (Narrated by Imaam Ahmad and Ibn Hibbaan)

2. The prayer of Yoonus (Jonah) (peace be upon initie belly of the whale:None is worthy of worship but
You, Glorified be You. Truly, | have been one of te wrongdoers$ (Soorah Al- Anbiyaa™ 21:87)

It is reported that the Prophet (peace be upon kaid).“If any Muslim supplicates with this prayer, it wil | be
answered’ (Narrated by Imaam Ahmad and others)

3. When the Prophet (peace be upon him) was sagsdteto prayOh, You the Ever-living, the Ever-lasting,
by Your Mercy | seek help” (Narrated by Imaam At-Tirmithi)

End of the Book



